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Child Soliciting and Abuse
The Internet is a product that many people in the current generation may not be able to live without. This is due to the fact that internet has enabled many people to communicate with others across the world. It does not matter where one is along as they are able to access the internet. Most of the business is being transacted online and this has really made people's lives easy and simple (Miller, Higgins & Lopez, 2010, p. 42). Moreover, information communication technology has enabled most people to receive and send information and even share such information with the rest of the world. Despite the many advantages that are accrued to the internet, there are setbacks and disadvantages which have been experienced across the world. Cybercrimes of any form are the most serious emerging threat to internet use in the 21st century (Minnaar, 2016, p. 23). This is due to the fact that millions of people have been affected and lost their resources and even their secret information exposed by the criminals in the cybercrime. Child soliciting and abuse remain of the devastating cybercrime in the world. This is due to the fact that it involves a group of people who may not be able to act accordingly and even report such crimes to the authority until it is too late and they have already been affected. According to Reddy and Minnaar (2015, p. 14), criminals are able to entice and use children for negative activities like pornography, sharing of sexual content and even involving children in sexual acts after recruiting them through the internet. Child soliciting and abuse qualify as cybercrime since criminals intentionally expose children to sex-based activities with the object of attracting the children to sexual offenses against the child.
Child Soliciting and Abuse as a Physical Crime
The internet communication has been and is still used by the criminal to communicate with potential victims and their target. The children and those who are underage are still able to engage in the internet with these people who purport to be their friend (Shaw, 2012, p. 14). Since most children are able to access the internet through computers and even mobile phones which may be personal even the parents and guardians are not aware. The cybercrime criminals therefore take advantage of communicating with this unsuspecting group of internet users. The criminals after establishing a connection with a victim then they go ahead to send sexual content such as videos, pictures and even audio (Roberts, 2009, p.54). The victims are even asked to participate because they are told that it is fun and that they will also earn some money in the process. This is the last part and most of the children will get lured into the vice and they are even arranged on how they will meet. Most of the criminals involved in this kind of cybercrime have well organized places so that they are almost in any part of the town and city making it very easy to physically access their victims. The children are then introduced in the sexual acts where they are even involved in pornographic production with or without their knowledge. They are abused physically and at times when they realized that they have been duped and resist they are abused physically and sexually (Malesky Jr, 2007, p.86). Sometimes they are even killed if they threaten to expose the criminals. If there was no internet in the first place such connections would not be possible and the victims would not get lured by the criminal to be physically abused sexually.
Child Soliciting and Abuse as an Emotional Crime
Children are very sensitive in terms of their emotions and this is always very important consideration. Cybercrimes especially towards the children affects the children emotionally. The internet has provided easy connection between them and their victims which are young children and underage. Through an established communication, the children are able to access pornographic materials in the sited. Any pornographic materials are attractive and very addict. According to Wolak, Mitchell and Finkelhor (2006, p. 91), when a person have access to the pornographic content, they tend to try and access it more often and they even become addicted to the site. This means that they are unable to live without accessing the site or any related sites in the internet. This makes the children to become slaves of the criminals in that even if they are asked to pay any amount to continue accessing the site they will do anything for it. This creates emotional instability to the victims and more so to the children who are not yet mature and unable to manage themselves on that (Reddy & Minnaar, 2015, p.12). Also, the children who get lured to the point of performing the sexual acts so as to make pornographic movies end up being affected emotionally. These children even after they have grown up, they always remember what happened and how they were lured into such inhuman and immoral acts and this affects their emotions for the rest of the lives. They will feel worthless and sorry for themselves. In fact, young teenagers have committed suicide especially if they get discovered by their parents or even their friends. They feel that they cannot live with such shame as they did not know if the content would be accessed by people who know them. Also, those who are physically abused sexually after serial communications in the internet are by far the worst affected emotionally. They get post-traumatic stress disorder and they are candidates for a psychiatrist (Minnaar, 2016, p.161). Such events are hard to forget and they are therefore remembered for the rest of their lives. It is even worse for the children and those who are underage and too young to comprehend sexual activity. Raping cases have occurred after meeting with strangers whom they been communicating with through the internet. These leaves the victims traumatized and emotionally unstable to the point where others have even committed suicide. This all starts as a communication through the internet.
Child Soliciting and Abuse as a Neglect Crime
Child neglect amounts to any activity that violates their rights. Therefore any activity that results in the violation of children's rights is neglect. Cybercrime that violates the rights of a child is in itself child neglect including child soliciting and child abuse. Neglect is when the parent or the guardian fails to provide and protect the child from any harm that is likely to affect the child (Roberts, 2009, p. 75). In this case, the parent has a role to play in preventing the child from any harmful content access even on the internet. Therefore the parent or the guardian has a role to play such as close monitoring of the child to ensure that they do not access sexual and pornographic content on the internet. Also, the criminals who lure children into their crime have a role to play in protecting the children under the law. This is because they are adults and they are familiar with the laws protecting the children and therefore they should not expose children to cybercrime such a child soliciting and child abuse through sexual and pornographic activity (Wolak, Mitchell & Finkelhor, 2006, p.361). Despite having all the information, these criminals still target and lure children into sexual crimes such as sexual engagement and even producing pornographic materials with or without the consent of the children. If the internet was not around such activity would not be available.
Conclusion
The internet and information communication technology is an important advancement in human existence in the 21st century. It has enabled easy communication and interaction among people in all corners of the world. However, this advancement has setbacks which include cybercrimes. One of the most serious cybercrime is the child soliciting and abuse through the internet. The internet has enabled the criminals to interact and lure children and those who are underage into accessing sexual content in the form of communication and entertainment. Criminals use the internet to attract children into pornography and other sexual related activities without their consent. At times they even meet physically and the same children are even involved in the production of pornographic content without even their knowledge or consent. Also, the children are sexually harassed and even undergo raping and at times they are even killed. Those children who have been affected have trauma and become emotionally disturbed to the extent that they even commit suicide.  This activity also amounts to child neglect because the children are left without supervision by their parents or guardians and the criminals who are adults who know it is wrong to still continue with the crime. In order to address the issue of child soliciting and abuse, there is the need to come up with laws that ensure that cybercrimes are highly recognized and dire consequences affect the perpetrators.  
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